
Rural Domestic                      
Water Supply System

La Plata West Water Authority



Project Need

Â Much of western La Plata County does not 
currently have reliable access to a domestic 
water supply.  
É Water hauling is the only water source for much of 

the area.  

É Domestic wells are not possible in many areas 
because there is no groundwater or it is of very poor 
quality.  

Â Parties with access to ALP water need a delivery 
system to utilize their water rights.



Project History

Â Three major reports regarding domestic water:
É The Southwest La Plata County Regional Water System 

Study ïPhase I (HE, 2003)
É The Southwest La Plata County Rural Domestic Water 

System Appraisal Level Study (BOR, 2004)
É Preliminary Engineering Report (CWE, 2007) 

Â Preliminary engineering design developed to 
provide basis for cost/scope consideration

Â Formation of a LPWWA in November 2007
Â Intake structure construction completed June 

2009



Purpose

ÂCreation of a Rural Domestic Water Supply 
System to potentially serve:

ÉSouthwest La Plata County

ÉNorthern San Juan County, NM

ÉUte Mountain Ute Tribe

ÉSouthern Ute Indian Tribe

Â La Plata West Water Authority (LPWWA) is 
managing the project



Completed Intake Structure 
Design



Site selection challenges

Â Finding the shortest tunneling path to inactive pool 
level to minimize cost

Â Avoid archeological sites/minimize mitigation

Â Geological challenges.

Â 120  Vertical Feet of solid Mudstone Rock.

Â 700 Lineal Feet of Rock Tunnels

Â 45 Vertical Feet of overburden

Â 15,000 CY of open trench earth removal

Â 1,500 CY of rock blasted

Â 1,000 CY of rock drilled for Deep Well


